WoNC er:

2025 ART IN THE LOOP PROJECT




This year’s artists have been WONDERful; peek inside this catalog for views of their artwork and their perspectives on
the theme, being an artist in Kansas City, and more. Working with this team - Khyneesha Edwards, Jade Osborne, and
Donna Mandelbaum - along with our artists each year is the highlight of my work at the Downtown Council of Kansas
City. Their creativity is awe-inspiring, and their artwork provides a much—-needed space for engagement, camaraderie,
and community.

It takes an entire community to bring Art in the Loop into the Downtown KC environment. I'm grateful for
our artists, patrons, audience, and partners. | appreciate the Art in the Loop Board of Directors, selection
panelists, designers, photographers, funders, public officials, social media specialist and interns!

Ann Holliday, Executive Director

| was deeply inspired by this year’s project and its amazing collection of artists. This year’s eclectic and enchanting
performances turned everyday spaces into unforgettable stages, filling our streetcars and stops with energy, creativity,

f and joy, connecting riders to the culture of our WONDERful city. The visual art installations were
':5' powerful and community—driven—enticing, thought—-provoking, and a true reflection of Kansas
City’s vibrant talent. Art in the Loop is a constant reminder that when art is woven into daily life, it
has the power to transform a routine ride into a moment of inspiration. | look forward to continuing
the Art in the Loop journey as the streetcar expands from downtown to midtown and the South Plaza
area—carrying Kansas City art and creativity with it every step of the way.

Donna Mandelbaum, Communications & Marketing Director, KC Streetcar Authority

Seeing our visual and performing artists bring Wonder to life has been a transformative and inspring experience.

Themes of identity, community, tradition, joy, and liberation emerged, giving our artists room to unapologetically

take up space. Along the streetcar route and at each performance venue, our broad audience connected to authentic

storytelling and diverse human experiences. As a 2023 Art in the Loop Visual Artist, it felt full-circle to step into this

role, providing artists with the same support and opportunities that | once experienced. Art in the Loop provides

Kansas City—area artists with an accessible way to share their art, resulting in organic, deepened enrichment for all
who experience it.

Khyneesha Edwards, Visual Arts Director

Wow! What a year to Wonder! The Art in the Loop theme this year has challenged all of us to think and dream
beyond our human experience. | applaud all the visual and performing artists who created WONDERful and
transformational experiences for Kansas City audiences, bringing us new visions, new sounds and new interactions. |
am also so grateful to be included in this project, alongside the Art in the Loop team and the incredible visual and
performing artists of Kansas City. What shall we WONDER next?

Jade Osborne, Performing Arts Director
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MAX DLABICK
INTERPLANETARY JOYRIDE

: KC Streetcar #814

“l ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO TAKE A GOOD LOOK
! AROUND AND SEE WHAT’S POPPING UP IN YOUR
| NEIGHBORHOOD- WE’RE SO LUCKY TO BE SURROUNDED
[ | BY SO MANY INCREDIBLE ARTISTS HERE!”

Being chosen to work with the Art in the Loop team on the streetcar has been the highlight of my year! | can’t describe the delight | feel when I'm
sitting in traffic downtown only to look over and catch a glimpse of those bright purples and greens. Getting to add my own splash of whimsy on
Main street is a total dream come true, and I’'m so happy anytime someone excitedly tells me they spotted it, too!

| love Kansas City and am delighted to contribute to the incredible art scene that we have here. There are beautiful murals scattered all over the

city, with fresh pieces popping up all the time. | encourage everyone to take a good look around and see what’s popping up in your neighborhood-
we're so lucky to be surrounded by so many incredible artists here!

| am also deeply appreciative of the fact that our public transit system is expanding to serve more people. My friends and | who dream of less car-
reliant living are eager to see these services become more and more useful and help focus the flow of our cities on the people living in them.
Well-funded and maintained public transit is essential to the health our communities, and wrapping streetcars in art is just the cherry on top!

This project has been a great opportunity for me to take a step in a new direction, and It's given me a lot of strength to see our community coming
together and bonding over our innate human magnetic draw toward the arts. | felt that when | attended 816 Day at the City Market. Seeing people

come out to watch live performances, dance and sing along to music and laugh together, it made me recognize how important it is for us to find
things to celebrate in ourselves and each other, and to share those gifts.

About Max Dlabick:

Max Dlabick crawled out of the Mississippi River mud in the summer of 1994 and has been drawing funny little animals ever since. After graduating from the Kansas City Art Institute
with a BFA in lllustration in 2016, Max began focusing on digital and ink—-based comic work. Max’s artwork utilizes expressive line and color to explore the relationship between

humor and emotional resonance in everyday life. Past projects include the 2024 Parade of Hearts, Stick 'n Poke Vol 1, André and Karl Vol 1, and a piece in The Nib’s Ignatz award-
winning Be Gay Do Comics.
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TAYLOR FOURT

KANSAS CITY GROWS UP
River Market West
Streetcar Stop

Being a participant in this year’s Art in the Loop has been a great joy. So far, I've had many friends reach out telling me how much they love the
mural, and sending photos of their faces in the soil. Last week when hanging out in the area, | even got to see kids playing peek—-a-boo with the
face holes. The highest compliment!! Being able to proudly show my work to the public in such a large scale, perhaps the largest reach I've ever
had, feels like a milestone in my career, and while | can’t say for certain this has led to any new professional opportunities, | can safely say I've
grown a lot through this process. Another joy in this time has been meeting the other artists and getting to know them via the Art Walk. Hearing
everyone’s motivations behind the work was inspiring, and a reminder of how powerful Kansas City’s art community, and how unique each piece is.

“BEING ABLE TO PROUDLY SHOW MY WORK TO THE PUBLIC IN SUCH A LARGE SCALE, PERHAPS
THE LARGEST REACH I’VE EVER HAD, FEELS LIKE A MILESTONE IN MY CAREER.”

About Taylor Fourt

Taylor Fourt is a green—-thumbed artist whose gouache works exude charm, whimsy, and spirit. Whether

illustrating intricate regenerative agriculture systems or meditating on the beauty of colors and forms, Taylor’s

art reflects her deep connection to nature. With almost a decade of experience sharing her expertise with Manheim Gardens, a
collaborative urban community garden in Kansas City, Taylor now applies her skills as a content development specialist at ISED
Solutions, creating visual guides on organic farming techniques.



ADRIANNE CLAYTON
REFLECTION
Library Southbound Streetcar Stop

“EACH OPPORTUNITY WITH ART IN THE LOOP HAS OPENED DOORS FOR ME PROFESSIONALLY,
PROVIDED REPRESENTATION IN A PUBLIC SETTING, AND GIVEN ME THE CHANCE TO SHARE MY
PASSION WITH THE CITY.”

This is my second time participating in Art in the Loop, and each year has been more meaningful than the last. This year was especially special
because my work was displayed in a location where | spent many hours with my mother. She was a personal assistant to Crosby Kemper before
being stricken with MS, and | know she would have been proud to see my artwork showcased so close to a place she loved.

Each opportunity with Art in the Loop has opened doors for me professionally, provided representation in a public setting, and given me the
chance to share my passion with the city—whether through streetcar stops, the art wall, or 816 Day at the River Market. Along the way, I've met
incredible artists and formed lasting friendships.

Thank you for every opportunity and for continuing to create spaces where art connects us all.

About Adrianne Clayton

Adrianne D. Clayton is a local painter and educator of 24 years, beginning her educational journey at UMKC, earning a BA in Studio Art, MA in Curriculum and Instructional
Leadership and an Ed Spec in Administration. Adrianne is a founding member of Black Space Black Art, an art collective who played a key role in the design and implementation of
the 6 resurrected Black Lives Matter Murals in Kansas City. Adrianne’s work can be found in Downtown Kansas City’s Art Wall, the flood walls in the Riverfront, Capital Grill on the
plaza and various small businesses.
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MACKENZIE FULMER
NEWCOMER
Metro Center Northbound Streetcar Stop

The opportunity to have my work featured along the streetcar route has probably put my art in front
of more eyes than any exhibition I've previously participated in! That’s really wild to think about. | hope
that it resonated with people. | would love to know if there has been any notable public feedback. My
hope is that this amount of visibility will enable more partnerships with the city in the future, and lead
to an increased understanding of how public art can improve the wellbeing of all. This process was
beneficial in learning how public art partnerships work. I'm really pleased with how communicative
every member of the Art In The Loop team was throughout the entire process! | have no doubt that

this opportunity is beneficial to my long term career and will lead to other opportunities to create
public art.

“MY HOPE IS THAT THIS AMOUNT OF VISIBILITY WILL
ENABLE MORE PARTNERSHIPS WITH THE CITY IN THE
FUTURE, AND LEAD TO AN INCREASED UNDERSTANDING OF
HOW PUBLIC ART CAN IMPROVE THE WELLBEING OF ALL.”

About Mackenzie Fulmer

MacKenzie Fulmer is a painter whose still lifes transform everyday objects into symbols of memory, attachment, and
transformation. Blending detailed observation with intuitive storytelling, her work oscillates between realism and fantasy,
inviting viewers to reconsider their connections to familiar objects. With a background in illustration, she has illustrated
several children’s books and received the Norman Rockwell Scholarship from the Society of lllustrators in 2018. Originally
from South Carolina, she is now based in Kansas City, where she continues to explore the intersection of observation and
imagination in her practice.
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MIRANDA PIETZSCH
UNDER OUR FEET
Oppenstein Brothers Memorial Park

This opportunity with Art in the Loop has been of extreme value to me and my career as an artist! | learned a lot in the process of creating the mural
and now feel prepared to take on something even larger and more complicated. | can not thank everyone at Art in the Loop enough for providing
myself and all these other artists the chance to add something extraordinary to our portfolios. This experience has been amazing, thank you all!

About Miranda Pietzsch
Miranda is a visual artist, writer, and animal welfare advocate based in Kansas City, Missouri. Her work varies widely in medium but is unified with bright
colors and a sense of youthful whimsy. Miranda is passionate about blending art and the environment to help educate about the world all around us.
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EDWING MENDEZ
WOVEN FOR THE COSMOS
ARTwall, 13th & Grand
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“THIS OPPORTUNITY WAS A CHANCE TO GET BACK TO MY
CREATIVE ROOTS AND SHARE IT WITH THE KANSAS CITY
COMMUNITY IN SUCH A BIG WAY.”

As a freelance designer | mostly make work for my clients and rarely express my own
artistic voice. This opportunity was a chance to get back to my creative roots and
share it with the Kansas City community in such a big way. It's been incredible to
hear how this piece has helped other people feel seen by the message.

About Edwing Mendez

Edwing is an independent creative consultant based in Kansas City with over
ten years of experience in advertising, branding, and design. He has produced
award-winning work with agencies like Barkley, Handsome Inc, and DMH.
Today, Edwing continues his work with educational and mentorship-led
organizations such as Big Brother Big Sisters, TFA, and several local KC
schools. As a designer, he seeks to create a more equitable world by

placing community at the center of the design process. As an artist,

he seeks to explore how design and technology skills can be used

to express ideas rooted in identity.
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DAVID MORRIS
MUSIC IS COMMUNITY
Kauffman Southbound Streetcar Stop

“THE EXPERIENCE OF EXHIBITING MY WORK PUBLICLY
HAS GIVEN ME THE CONFIDENCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT
TO APPLY FOR MORE PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITIES.”

| was deeply honored and excited to have Music is Community selected for the Southbound Kauffman streetcar shelter. This location, near the
Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, offers exceptional visibility to a diverse audience of art lovers and out-of-town visitors. Being chosen for
such a prestigious program provided immense personal and professional validation for my work as an abstract digital artist. It confirmed that my
transition from commercial photography to this new medium was not only a personal passion but a viable professional path.

My involvement with the Art in the Loop project has significantly enhanced my professional growth. The experience of exhibiting my work publicly
has given me the confidence and encouragement to apply for more public art opportunities. The program also provided a valuable platform for
networking, allowing me to connect with other artists and discuss potential future collaborations. Furthermore, the visibility of my artwork led to an
unexpected and exciting opportunity: an interview with Julie Denesha for KCUR'’s ‘Arts & Life’ radio program. This was my first-ever radio interview,
and it gave me a chance to share the story behind my work and discuss my creative process. This project has not only allowed me to add a prestigious
exhibition to my bio and resume but has also provided invaluable experience and visibility that will undoubtedly propel my career forward.

About David Morris

Kansas City—-based David D. Morris is a retired award-winning commercial and fine art photographer who has transitioned to abstract digital art. For decades, his advertising
photography graced global campaigns for major clients like AMC Theaters and Hershey, appearing in publications such as the Kansas City Star and Martha Stewart magazine, even
on Times Square billboards. A graduate of Johnson County Community College’s fine art photography program, David and his wife previously owned Studio 2131. Beyond his artistic
pursuits, David is deeply engaged in his community. He’s a former Shawnee City Councilman, Chairman of the Crossroads Arts District, and co-founder of Rebuilding Together Shaw-
nee, earning accolades like the Urban Hero and Shawnee Citizen of the Year awards. Currently, David’s abstract digital art, inspired by his love for jazz, is represented by the Cerbera
Gallery. His intricate process involves weeks of digital development to visually interpret his auditory experiences. He also enjoys gardening, having been featured on the Shawnee
Garden Tour multiple times, and remains an avid jazz enthusiast.
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MIRANDA CLARK
JEWEL
Crossroads Southbound Streetcar Stop

“OUR INSTALLATIONS
MAY BE TEMPORARY, BUT
THE STORIES WE SHARED

THROVUGH THEM WILL HAVE
AN ENDURING IMPACT FOR
YEARS TO COME.”

Participating in this year’s Art in the Loop programming felt like a long awaited homecoming. In 2021, | left Kansas City to pursue a degree in
architecture to propel my artist career forward. After graduation, | chose to return to Kansas City in order to continue the meaningful work | started
here several years prior in a city | love. Being awarded an Art in the Loop project within months of my return to Kansas City secured my confidence
that | had made the right decision. Creating a proposal for the street car shelter presented the perfect opportunity to test new ideas and ways of
seeing on a small scale— combining a vision of art and architecture I've imagined for so long. I'm thankful Art in the Loop took a chance on my
proposal and allowed me to experiment with 3D imagery embedded in the vinyl artwork.

Throughout the summer, | loved hearing people’s experience seeing the colors and shifting lines in person. Many shared sentiments that they were
excited to see my work out in public space once again. | appreciated the opportunity of the art walk event to meet other passionate Kansas Citians
and facilitate a deeper dialogue about not only my work, but the excellent work of the other included artists. Our installations may be temporary,
but the stories we shared through them will have an enduring impact for years to come.

About Miranda Clark

Miranda Kaye Clark is a designer whose practice freely explores the possibilities of sculpture, color, and community—engaged design. The linear sweep of the 24-mile long Causeway
Bridge near her childhood home in New Orleans cultivates her interest in large-scale infrastructure and urban logistics. Miranda’s work combines a research—based design practice
with an interest in how technology, craft, and material come together in ways that expand the boundaries between art, architecture, and urban place-making. Clark holds a B.F.A
from the Kansas City Art Institute and is a recent graduate of the Yale School of Architecture, where she was a Feldman Prize finalist.

10 | ART IN THE LOOP 2024




KICK OFF EVENT, JUNE 5, 2025 KANSAS CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY: CENTRAL LIBRARY

OLIVIA MICHKA

It was a dream come true getting to be a part of Art in the Loop this year.

| was raised in Kansas City and, through high school especially, was inspired by
the streetcar as a beautiful public representation of art and diversity in my city.
Now, being post—college and pursuing a career in the arts, participating in an
Art in the Loop event is very meaningful to me.

What is especially impactful for me as a young artist is feeling
supported—financially, but also by feeling embraced by a
community of other artists and art appreciators. | have been
live—-painting for almost five years, and this was the first time that
| have been officially labeled (and paid!) as a “performer” instead
of a “painter.” This experience has given me confidence and
courage, and it has led me to start WONDERing again

about what might be possible for me in the future.

s

About Olivia Michka

Olivia Michka is an artist born and raised in Kansas City. Her project, Making Music, centers on combining her love for music and art by creating live concert paintings. Beginning with
a blank canvas, she works to the energy of the music, the musicians, and the audience to produce a completed oil painting by the end of the show. For Olivia, it is the ultimate creative
experience. Alongside Making Music, Olivia loves to paint still lifes of florals and food, with bright colors and big brushstrokes. She is also an elementary art teacher here in KCMO.

KATHAK AURA

Performing at the Kansas City Public Library was surreal. The venue
brought together a beautiful mix of artists, art lovers, and curious
audience members from across the metro. Many in attendance
were experiencing Kathak, a classical Indian dance form, for the very
first time. It was deeply rewarding to share the art form’s intricate rhythms,
graceful movements, and storytelling elements with such an engaged )
audience. The conversations afterward reflected genuine appreciation for ,A‘i'n\
the cultural nuances of the performance.

Most importantly, the experience deepened my role as both a
performer and a cultural ambassador. Art in the Loop created a
platform where | could share not just a dance, but a living tradition—honoring my Guru, my
heritage, and the universal language of art that connects us all. This program reaffirmed my
belief that classical art forms have a vibrant place in modern public spaces, and it gave me
both the visibility and the confidence to continue bringing Kathak to new audiences.

About Kathak Aura

Garima Yadav is a seasoned Kathak (Indian classical dance form) artist trained under Guru Prerana Deshpande. With over 20 years of experience, she has performed nationally and
internationally, sharing the rich tradition of Kathak through solo and group works. Based in Kansas City, she teaches and promotes the art form through performances, lectures, and
collaborations with local artists. Garima engages audiences with grace and rhythm, preserving tradition while exploring cross—artform connections. She also conducts workshops and
hosts Indian classical shows. As Founder and Artistic Director of ‘Kathak Aura,’ she remains committed to adapting Kathak for contemporary platforms.

MONARCH DUO
| have been reminded that music-making is not only about technical excellence and artistic interpretation,
but also about the ability to engage, connect, and collaborate with a larger community of artists and
audiences. As a musician, | am often accustomed to performing in traditional concert halls, but this
opportunity has encouraged me to consider how music can thrive in unexpected places, and how it
can become more accessible when removed from its conventional setting. That shift in
perspective has already broadened my professional outlook. This has motivated me to
take on new risks, to think bigger about my future projects, and to trust that audiences are
eager for performances that are both intellectually engaging and emotionally resonant.

About Monarch Duo

Since 2023, Matthew Bennett and Joanna Metsker have been performing chamber
music concerts throughout the region showcasing a broad repertoire from baroque

to pop. Our duo, The Monarch Duo, has created a program that has something for
everyone. We bring a wealth of knowledge and experience that allows us to showcase
baroque performance practice, tango, and even rock. The Monarch Duo’s diverse
experience includes Candlelight Concerts, KC Baroque Consortium, extensive orchestral
experience, and performing with rock bands including The Eagles, Disturbed, and Trans
Siberian Orchestra.
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ONBOARD THE KC STREETCAR, JUNE 25, 2025 ONBOARD KC ART CAR #814

TRES COLLECTIVE

It was a unique pleasure performing
aboard The Beautifully Hued KC Streetcar.
We were thrilled when we were
selected. As a Collective, the experience
was indeed awesome, electric, high-
energy and witty! The best part was
that we were able to pay homage to our
beloved city while sight-seeing along
the way. We danced, sung, laughed and
reminded our community through poetic
expression that they, too are full of joy,
full of gifts and to celebrate each win no
matter how big or small. This feat was
extraordinary, allowing us to grow

as creatives both individually and
collectively. Representation matters,
mental health matters and Art in the
Loop provided us an amazing impactful
platform to showcase and spread
encouragement. We are grateful and
hope to swing through the loop again.
Kansas City is a grand community.

About Tres Collective ¢ R E PRESE NTAT' o N

Tres Collective is a collective of renowned Spoken Word Artist, Authors and Community Peer Activist. The Collective embraces

and exemplify positivity of Women empowerment, change and direct care within their communities. Members are: MATTE RS, ME NTAL HEALTH

Serenity Speaks; 2024 Kansas City People’s Choice Award Best Spoken Word Artist, Media Mogul, Actress, Songwriter, MATTE RS AND ART lN THE

Author and a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. LOOP PROVIDED US AN

Comfy Stennis; 2020 Kansas City People Choice Awards Best Spoken Word Artist, Author, Co—Founder of Klout Company AMAZ' NG |MPACTFUL
Clothing, Thee Creatives Hair/Makeup Services and Co-Chair of Curves & Confidence Annual Fashion Show. PLATFORM TO
Gie Santana; 8x Published Author. Most recently of a beloved children’s book “Abracadabra What Will YOU Be?” Santana SHONCASE AND SPREAD

is also a Poet, Mental Health Advocate/Peer and Community Philanthropist donating time and resources majorly in the

homeless/displaced community. E NCOU RAG E M E NT. "

DANIELLE ATE THE SANDWICH, PERFORMING AS JER

Performing onboard the KC Streetcar was a fantastic opportunity that left me humbled
and inspired! This was the first time I've shared music and comedy outside of a traditional
stage and venue, and interacting with unsuspecting commuters as my comedy character
Jer sparked wonder, joy, and curiosity in the audience—and in me, as the performer.

This opportunity pushed me to explore non-traditional performances and community-
engaged social practice. Performing on the streetcar allows the artist to get close and
interact in a meaningful way, spontaneously shaping the performance and reminding me
of the beauty that happens when art is a collaborative and shared experience. Art in the
Loop gave me the chance to build confidence in a performance style I've been curious to
explore, the opportunity to test the range of my own fluidity and flexibility as a performer,
and left me with ideas and inspiration for where | want my art to go next. I'm grateful for
this experience and the wonder that public art can provide.

About Danielle Ate the Sandwich

Danielle Ate the Sandwich is the stage name of singer/songwriter and comedic performer,
Danielle Anderson. Using monologues and original songs Danielle creates characters that are
outlandish, absurd, and deeply relatable. Her character Jerry Slougherman, known as Jer, is

a positive, curious, and compassionate children’s folk singer who spreads joy through
audience interaction, guided affirmations, and song. Danielle’s performances are an
interactive experience, celebrating the wonder of being human. Her one woman stage
show won “Best of Venue” at KC Fringe 2024. Danielle is a Charlotte Street Studio
Resident alum, and an ArtsKC Inspiration Grant Recipient.




816 DAY, AUGUST 16, 2025 cI/TY MARKET

MYSELF EMBODIED
816 Day with Art in the Loop gave me room to just be—fully, unapologetically,
creatively. | didn’t have to water myself down or explain every layer of what | do.
| showed up as M.E, trusted the energy, and the community met me there.

It was a public stage that we turned into a space for healing.
| invited people to breathe, move, introduce themselves,
reflect, and speak from the heart. Everyone was included.
And what really hit me was how people responded—how
open they became when they realized this wasn’t just a
performance, it was a shared experience. That’s the kind of
art I've always believed in, and this gave me the space to deliver it in a real way. Professionally, it
showed me that | don’t have to separate my healing practice from my creative one. | don’t have
to choose between “performance” and “ritual.” They can be the same thing. | can make people
feel seen and safe in public spaces, even in the middle of the City Market. That’s powerful.

About Myself Embodied

Myself Embodied is a bold, soul-stirring performer from Nashville, blending country, pop, and gospel into a powerful sonic experience. As a spoken word artist and lyricist, M.E
is chasing her dream of earning a Grammy nomination in the Spoken Word category. Rooted in liberation and unapologetic expression, M.E invites listeners to feel deeply, reflect
honestly, and return to themselves. Her work explores themes of power, healing, and identity, creating space for truth to rise—raw and unforgettable. This isn’t just art—it’s a mirror,
a movement, and medicine for the soul.

TRUE LIONS

816 Day is a pretty big deal to me, and it's something
I've attended each year as a spectator. It was very
cool to be a band that got to perform at City Market
as part of the festivities! A video of our performance
made it into a montage reel on Instagram promoting
816 Day, and we definitely received more followers
that weekend on Instagram than usual—of course,
we're not making music for the social media
following! But it feels gratifying to get our music out
there and to be seen as local performing artists at an
event that is special to us. Ultimately, I'd say that is a
stellar opportunity for professional growth!

About True Lions
True Lions is the expansively nonconforming music project of Al Hawkins—songwrriter, folk—punk fiddler, multi-instrumentalist, dancer, and music teacher in KC. The band consists
of Al and whoever is playing music with them, most often Fritz Hutchison and Carly Atwood. The band is constantly evolving, recently exploring noise art through amplified fiddle
distortion, heavy drums, and bass synth. Lately, True Lions is tap dancing while performing acoustic old—time tunes as a trio on fiddle, guitar, and upright bass.

JASS
This performance was something | anticipated because it allowed me to
approach my music in a new way — not just as entertainment, but as an
intentional work of art within a larger community conversation. That
said, the experience also highlighted some challenges. While those
moments were disheartening, they taught me the importance of
advocacy. Part of professional growth is not only preparing and
delivering strong performances, but also ensuring that contributions —
mine and my collaborators’ — are visible and valued. This experience
pushed me to stand up for myself in ways | hadn’t before.

Despite the challenges, | am grateful for the opportunity. Art in the Loop
encouraged me to think outside the box, connect with the Kansas City [
community, and refine how | present my art. The combination of rewarding ’
moments and difficult lessons has made me a stronger, more intentional artist moving forward.

About Jass

Multi-instrumentalist, vocalist, and poet Jass got her start singing in her church choir and playing in a school band. Now, she writes and produces her own music, performing either
as a solo act or with a supporting band. Her music is a gentle, foggy fusion of R&B beats and lo—fi pop melodies with a soul-inflected vocal performance. She also adds elements of
Hip—Hop and spoken word in a unique way. A rising voice to represent the Kansas City music scene, Jass’s ability to shift genres while retaining her own artistic voice is a way of both
honoring and building upon the music traditions of Kansas City.




OPPENSTEIN PARK, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 0OPPENSTEIN BROTHERS MEMORIAL PARK

THE SWALLOWTAILS

This performance has given us an opportunity for professional growth by introducing

us to new audiences within our home city. We've had the privilege in past years to
perform for Art in the Loop: Celebration at the Kansas City Public Library Central
Branch which allowed us to play our music for attentive listeners in a
beautiful space. This experience, along with our upcoming performance
for Art in the Loop: Wonder, allows us to spread our wings knowing that
our music is being embraced and received.

About The Swallowtails

The Swallowtails are a genre-bending acoustic duo that fuses rock, pop,

and folk genres by—way of their unique instrumentation. Featuring Miki P on
acoustic guitar/vocals, and Rachel Lovelace on bassoon/vocals, the songwriting
duo from Kansas City is making waves throughout the Midwest and beyond.
Established in 2018, they have released 2 full-length albums of original music:
Right Where We Are (2020) & The World Still Spins (2023). In November of
2024, the band won “Best Band” in the Kansas City magazine The Pitch. The
Swallowtails latest release is an EP named Lucky Penny (2024), marking the
beginning of a new musical direction for the duo as co-songwriters.

UNIQUE SIXTEEN

Being chosen as an Art in the Loop artist carried me in ways |
didn’t expect. It sharpened my discipline. Knowing that my work
would live in public space—accessible to everyone who passes
by—nheightened my responsibility to be intentional. | thought
deeply about how my poetry and performance could resonate
with strangers, people who might not walk into a gallery or
attend a reading, but who could stumble across my work

in the rhythm of their daily lives.

Most importantly, Art in the Loop gave me confidence to

continue pushing the boundaries of my practice. It reminded
me that my work, rooted in both vulnerability and resilience,
has the power to touch lives beyond what | can immediately

see. That lesson will stay with me long after this program.

About Unique Sixteen

Born November 14, 1995, in Kansas City, Unique Hughley is a celebrated poet and activist whose work amplifies the Black experience and resilience. A recipient of the Charlotte
Street Foundation’s Generative Performing Artist Award, Hughley’s lyrical prowess earned him recognition for his innovative contributions to Kansas City’s arts scene. His activism
shines through poetry that confronts systemic inequities, mentoring youth, and advocating for creative expression as a tool for healing. Hughley opened for Caroline Kennedy at Unity
Temple on the Plaza, a milestone performance showcasing his ability to captivate diverse audiences. As a published author, his works, including pieces like “Omnipresence,” explore
spirituality and identity, resonating widely. He leads workshops in temples, churches, and community spaces, empowering others to find their voice through poetry.

ELEVEN2WENTY2
“It's bittersweet to be an artist in KC because "
performing is fun and it’s encouraging to see
how many people support us, but it can be
daunting trying to gather resources in our
current economic climate.” —JaNay Adgers

“Think being an artist in Kansas City is easy?
Un-think it. Being an artist is a never-ending
race with occasional hurdles; however,
nothing has made me realize my superpowers
more than breaking down barriers to do what
| love.” —Kai Manning

“Being an artist in KC can be hard. Constantly
being challenged to set trends or to make
every experience for your audiences different
than the last one, without having the resources
to do it, can seem like a never—ending race.”
—Darius Sheppard

About EleveN2wenty2

EleveN2wenty2 is a professional vocalist trio based in Kansas
City, Missouri. The group consists of a soprano (Kai Manning),
alto (JaNay Adgers) and Tenor (Darius Sheppard). The members
of EleveN2wenty2 came together in 2011 when their church
formed a youth praise team. In 2018, after a brief period of not
singing together due to their pursuits of college degrees and
starting careers, the group reunited to provide background vocals
for gospel artist Chrystal Rucker. The booming inquiries began
to pour in. JaNay, Kai and Darius realized that there aren’t many
groups that specialize in background vocals so they decided to
officially brand themselves. EleveN2wenty2 was born.

Though EleveN2wenty?2 still provides
BGVs services, they have
stepped to the forefront
and are exploring their

own artistry as featured
artists by headlining
their own shows
and releasing

original music!
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DAVID LUTHER

The application process caused me to take a closer look at the songs | have written and the elements and experiences of life that inspired them.
Reflecting on where | was in life, what was going on around me, and where life has led me has helped me understand why | needed those songs
at the time and the hope | had in me. It helped me internalize a deeper gratitude for the gift of writing and performing, and for the time and effort
involved in developing them.

The process also gave me the opportunity to examine what | am bringing to others when | perform. It reminded
me that songs are not truly finished until someone else hears them. How the songs impact others can be far
removed from how they impact me— and that is beautiful to me.

About David Luther

David Luther is a Kansas City—based music artist known for his soulful blend of Americana and indie-folk,
blues-infused rock, and heartfelt singer-songwriter. Rooted in the rich musical landscape of the Midwest,
Luther’s music often explores themes of resilience, the search for connection, and the beauty of everyday life.
With a warm and evocative voice, raw and powerful delivery, he crafts songs that resonate with sincerity and a
deep sense of place.

“IT HELPED ME INTERNALIZE A DEEPER GRATITUDE FOR
THE GIFT OF WRITING AND PERFORMING, AND FOR THE
TIME AND EFFORT INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING THEM.”

FIRETALE THEATRE

FireTale Theatre is grateful to share our production of “Yeh-Shen,” a
modern twist on the original Chinese folk tale that sparked “Cinderella.”
Originally commissioned by the Lyric Opera of Kansas City and inspired
by Ai-Ling Louie’s illustrated storybook “Yeh—-Shen: A Cinderella Story
from China,” FireTale Theatre’s retelling follows a young orphan who
enlists her fishy friend to escape the doldrums of daily life. It is a
wonder-filled story of magic, transformation and chosen family.

The opportunity to perform for Art in the Loop is directly supporting
FireTale’s dream to build a portable shadow puppet theatre. This practical
addition to our performances will open up a new era for us that includes
more pop-up street theater — helping us spread the magic of shadow
puppetry across the city and beyond. Many thanks to the Art in the Loop
team for helping make our dreams come true!

About FireTale Theatre

FireTale Theatre is an artist collective that reveals the magic, connection and humanity in
myths across cultures using the ancient art of shadow puppetry. It was co-founded in
September 2024 by Kansas City-based artist, puppeteer and musician Mikal Shapiro and
Ritu Nanos, a visual artist, performer and director of White Ocean Arts, a martial arts dojo.




The mission of the Art in the Loop Foundation (AILF) is to contribute to the visual identity, enrichment, and revitalization

of Downtown Kansas City, create new opportunities for artistic development, and expand public interaction with new art

of excellence. AILF seeks to play a proactive role in bringing further attention to Kansas City as a place where exciting and
accomplished contemporary art is not just happening but is, in fact, helping to define the city’s identity.

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025 STAFF
Randy Williams, Board President Ann Holliday, Executive Director
Jon Copaken, Copaken Brooks, Vice President Jade Osborne, Performance Arts
Robin Trafton, Commerce Bank, Vice President Khyneesha Edward, Visual Arts
William Dietrich, Downtown Council, Secretary James Carter, Social Media Consultant
Sara Welch, Stinson LLP, Treasurer Lilly Gerend, Art in the Loop Intern
Adrienne Walker Hoard, Artist Andrezza Scala, Art in the Loop Intern
Donna Mandelbaum, KC Streetcar Authority Gabi Exendine, KC Streetcar Intern

Cyan Meeks, Kansas City Art Institute
Kreshaun McKinney, Kemper Museum of Art

THIS PROJECT IS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF:

5

H EHE
g HENDERSON EE W Missouri
ENGINEERS HEEAE Kansas City Arts Council
copaken ..n Art Institute The State of the Arts
brooks

-
o

RideKCBSTREETCAR STINSON

This project is funded in part by The Richard J. Stern Foundation for the Arts, the Muriel McBrien Kauffman Foundation
and the Francis Family Foundation, as well as other corporate sponsorships and philanthropic contributions.

THE ART IN THE LOOP FOUNDATION IS PROUD TO PARTNER WITH:
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Photos by @GlendSnaps on Instagram, Lilly Gerend, & Art in the Loop
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